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The variables of level, success, age, gender, nationality, pre-university education, attitude towards English language learning, and whether the students have received any help or not; are going to be discussed in relation with the learning strategies. Data about these variables were collected from the subjects by the questionnaire. The questionnaire categorizes the level of the students in three categories Beginner, Intermediate, and Advanced students. (See Table 1) 

The Subjects were put in two groups according to their success or failure by the end of the module and the groups were labeled with Pass and Fail. (See Table 2) There are also three age groups, (17 – 19), (20 – 22) and (over 22) (See Table 3) and two gender groups (male and Female). 
(See Table 4)
The students who participated in the study are from eleven different countries. These countries are Turkey, North Cyprus, Iran, Tajikistan, Oman, Chad, Azerbaijan, Caucasia, Eritrea, Kazakhstan, and Albania. The study classifies nationalities into three groups: Turkish, Cypriot and Others. (See Table 5)  

Regarding the participants’ pre-university education, those participants have graduated from different types of high schools. The subjects were put in five groups according to the high school which they graduated from. These five groups of high schools are the Public High School, College, Anatolian High School, Super High School and Other. (See Table 6)  

%83 percent of the subjects were found to enjoy studying English. (See Table 7) Only %47 of the participants stated that they have received instructions on how to study. (See Table 8)

	Level
	Frequency
	Percent
	Valid Percent
	Cumulative Percent

	Beg.
	338
	25.5
	25.5
	25.5

	Int.
	814
	61.4
	61.4
	86.9

	Adv.
	174
	13.1
	13.1
	100.0

	Total
	1326
	100.0
	100.0
	


     Table 1: Level groups frequency and percentage

	Pass & Fail
	Frequency
	Percent
	Valid Percent
	Cumulative Percent

	pass
	912
	68.8
	69.5
	69.5

	fail
	401
	30.2
	30.5
	100.0

	Total
	1313
	99.0
	100.0
	

	Missing
	13
	1.0
	
	

	Total 
	1326
	100.0
	
	


       Table 2: Pass & Fail groups frequency and percentage

	age
	Frequency
	Percent
	Valid Percent
	Cumulative Percent

	17-19
	628
	47.4
	47.4
	47.4

	20-22
	619
	46.7
	46.7
	94.0

	Over22
	79
	6.0
	6.0
	100.0

	Total
	1326
	100.0
	100.0
	


       Table 3: age groups frequency and percentage

	Gender
	Frequency
	Percent
	Valid Percent
	Cumulative Percent

	Male
	811
	61.2
	61.2
	61.2

	Female
	515
	38.8
	38.8
	100.0

	Total
	1326
	100.0
	100.0
	


        Table 4: gender groups frequency and percentage

	nationality
	Frequency
	Percent
	Valid Percent
	Cumulative Percent

	Turkish
	1057
	79.7
	79.7
	79.7

	Cypriot
	239
	18.0
	18.0
	97.7

	Iran
	16
	1.2
	1.2
	98.9

	Tajikistan
	3
	.2
	.2
	99.2

	Oman
	2
	.2
	.2
	99.3

	Chad
	2
	.2
	.2
	99.5

	Azerbaijan
	2
	.2
	.2
	99.6

	Caucasia
	1
	.1
	.1
	99.7

	Eritrea
	1
	.1
	.1
	99.8

	Kazakhstan
	1
	.1
	.1
	99.8

	Albania
	2
	.2
	.2
	100.0

	Total
	1326
	100.0
	100.0
	


   Table 5: age groups frequency and percentage

	High School
	Frequency
	Percent
	Valid Percent
	Cumulative Percent

	Public High School
	847
	63.9
	63.9
	63.9

	College
	136
	10.3
	10.3
	74.1

	Anatolian 
	153
	11.5
	11.5
	85.7

	Super High School 
	99
	7.5
	7.5
	93.1

	Other
	91
	6.9
	6.9
	100.0

	Total
	1326
	100.0
	100.0
	


  Table 6: high school groups frequency and percentage

	Do you enjoy learning English?
	Frequency
	Percent
	Valid Percent
	Cumulative Percent

	Yes
	1103
	83.2
	83.2
	83.2

	No
	223
	16.8
	16.8
	100.0

	Total
	1326
	100.0
	100.0
	


  Table 7: high school groups frequency and percentage

	Have you ever received any help on how to study?
	Frequency
	Percent
	Valid Percent
	Cumulative Percent

	Yes
	629
	47.4
	47.4
	47.4

	No
	697
	52.6
	52.6
	100.0

	Total
	1326
	100.0
	100.0
	


  Table 8: frequencies and percentages of the students’ answers to the       question “Have you ever received any help on how to study?”
3.3 Instruments

3.3.1
Strategy Inventory for Language Learning (SILL)

Oxford's (1990) Strategy Inventory for Language Learning (SILL) (See Appendix A) was used in this study in order to measure strategy use among the students. The SILL was designed by Rebecca Oxford (1990) as an instrument for assessing the frequency of use of language learning strategies by students. There are two versions: one for native speakers of English (80 items) and another for learners of English as a second or foreign language (50 items). The SILL is one of the most useful manuals of learner strategy assessment tool currently available. The SILL uses a 5 Likert-scale for which the learners are asked to indicate their response (1= I never do this; 2= I rarely do this; 3= I sometimes do this; 4= I usually do this; 5= I always do this) to a strategy description like “I use new English Words in a sentence so I can remember them.” The fifty items of the SILL were taken as they are and no changes were done on these items.

The Questionnaire has been translated into Turkish for more reliable results. Six Turkish-English bilingual teachers of English have translated the questionnaire and the personal information page from English into Turkish. Other four colleagues edited the Turkish translation and all agreed on one final version which was later proofread by the SFL council and by the researcher’s supervisor. (See Appendix C)

3.3.2
Reliability and Validity of the Questionnaire

The SILL appears to be the only language learning strategy instrument that has been known for reliability and validated in multiple ways (Oxford & Burry-Stock, 1995). Wafa Abu Shmais (2003) reported that Cronbach's alpha for Reliability was (0.83) when the questionnaire was used to measure the strategy use in Palestine. Tabanlıoğlu, Selime (2003) found that Cronbach's alpha for Reliability was (0.90) when the same questionnaire was used in Turkey. The Reliability Coefficients of the questionnaire which is used in this study is (0.9022) at alpha scale. This shows that the questionnaire used in this study is highly reliable. 

The version of the SILL used in this study is a 50 item instrument that is grouped into two main groups, direct strategies and indirect strategies, which are subdivides into 6 groups. Oxford's (1990) taxonomy of language strategies is shown in the following:

Direct strategies are classified into:

· Memory strategies (9 items) are used for entering new information into memory storage and for retrieving it when need for communication. (e.g., grouping, representing sounds in memory, structured reviewing, using physical response). 

· Cognitive strategies (14 items) are used for linking new information with existing schemata and for analyzing and classifying it. Cognitive strategies are responsible for deep processing, forming and revising internal mental models and receiving and producing messages in the target language (e.g., repeating, getting the idea quickly, analyzing and taking notes). 

· Compensation strategies (6 items) include such strategies as guessing and using gestures. Such strategies are needed to fill any gaps in the knowledge of the language. (e.g., switching to the mother tongue, using other clues, getting help and using a synonym). 

On the other hand, indirect strategies are divided into Metacognitive, Affective and Social:

· Metacognitive strategies (9 items) are techniques used for organizing, planning, focusing and evaluating one's own learning. (e.g., linking new information with already known one, seeking practice opportunities, and self-monitoring). 

· Affective strategies (6 items) are used for handling feelings, attitudes and motivations. (e.g., lowering anxiety by use of music, encouraging oneself and discussing feelings with others). 

· Social strategies (6 items) are used for facilitating interaction by asking questions, and cooperating with others in the learning process, (e.g. Asking for classification, cooperating with others and developing cultural understanding). 

Part A= Remembering more effectively (Memory strategies, 9 items)

Part B= Using mental processes (Cognitive Strategies, 14 items)

Part C= Compensating for missing knowledge (Compensating strategies, 6 items)

Part D= Organizing and evaluating learning (Metacognitive strategies, 9 items)

Part E= Managing emotions (Affective strategies, 6 items)

Part F= Learning with others (Social strategies, 6 items)

_______________________________________________________________

Table 9

SILL Strategy Categories

3.4 Data Collection Procedures

Data about the number of students in the school, the number of students in each level, the number of students in each group, the number of non-Turkish speaking students in the school were collected from the school Computer Center. The Computer Center also supplied the researcher with the final students’ scores which were not collected from the students themselves. 

Some procedures were taken in order to check for any comprehension difficulties of any of the items of the questionnaire and to estimate the time the students will need to complete the questionnaire. 20 students (10 males and 10 females) from all levels were asked to fill in the Turkish version of the questionnaire before the questionnaire administration. They were asked to report any difficulties in understanding any of the questionnaire items. No comprehension problems were reported by this group and the average time that the students spent on the questionnaire was 13 minutes.

The questionnaires were put in envelops according to the number of students in each group. Copies of the English version of the questionnaire were added to each envelope according to the number of non-Turkish speaking students in each group. The envelops were given to the teachers and the teachers were asked to give the questionnaire to the students to be completed during the class hour. The cover page of the questionnaire included instructions to the respondents on how to fill the questionnaire along with the researcher’s mobile phone number in case that any of the respondents has any inquiries.

After the respondents have completed the questionnaire, the questionnaires were collected back and the data were entered to the computer on a Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) spreadsheet to be analyzed.

3.5 Data Analysis

The statistical analysis was conducted by using the SPSS software. The Descriptive Statistics Test was used to find out the percentages and the frequencies among the different groups within each variable. It was also used to find the frequency of the use of each of the learning strategies. The same test was used to find the descriptive statistics of like the Mean, The Standard Deviation and the Mean Differences.

The Scale reliability Analysis was used to find the reliability of the questionnaire. The analysis was done using the Alpha Model.

The One-Way Analysis of Variance (One-Way ANOVA) test was conducted to find the significant differences in the language learning preference. The test was conducted to find the strategy preference differences among the groups of level, high school type, nationality, and age. For the variables of gender, attitude and help on how to study; the One Sample (T- Test) was used.    

